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University College is a primary source of academic support for students, faculty, and staff. The college coordinates
and offers academic programs and services designed to
enhance the academic experience of ASU undergraduate
students. The goals of University College are to play a
major role in student retention, provide students the support
necessary for successful completion of their first year and
beyond, and offer students learning experiences that complement those provided by other academic units.
The college includes these units:
Academic Advising Services
Academic Community Engagement Services
Academic Success Programs
Degree Audit Reporting System
General Studies
School of Interdisciplinary Studies
ACADEMIC ADVISING SERVICES
University College Academic Advising Services provides
advising for a diverse group of students, including all
exploratory/undeclared students, BIS and pre-BIS majors,
and students in transition who may be changing majors or
transferring to ASU. Academic Advising Services also coordinates academic advising for the ASU/Maricopa Community Colleges Alliance.
Academic advising is a partnership between the student
and the advisor. Each has a mutual investment in the advising and its outcome. Good academic advising is the foundation for successfully completing a bachelor’s degree.
Academic advisors assist students in selecting a major by
suggesting complementary choices among the offerings in
the General Studies curriculum. Advisors also encourage
students to explore and identify majors consistent with the
students’ interests, values, and goals. Advisors help students
understand university academic requirements, and policies
and procedures.
General advisors are located in UASB 129 and can be
reached by phone at 480/965-4464, or by accessing the Web
site at www.asu.edu/duas/cas. BIS advisors are located in
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UASB 203 and can be reached by phone at 480/965-1970,
or by accessing the Web site at www.asu.edu/duas/bis.
ACADEMIC COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
SERVICES
Academic Community Engagement Services (ACES)
supports community-based learning activities appropriate
for and beneficial to any ASU student and provides opportunities specifically for service learning and work-study eligible students. ACES programs offer an avenue for ASU students to enrich their education as they positively impact
Phoenix-area communities. For more information, call 480/
727-6382.
Service Learning Program
Students who enroll in the Service Learning Program
credit-bearing internships participate in academically based
service activities that
1. integrate and enhance academic curriculum and
community experiences;
2. meet community-identified needs;
3. foster civic responsibility;
4. support reciprocal learning; and
5. include structured reflection time.
The Service Learning Program and associated departments offer ASU freshmen through graduate students the
opportunity to develop a sense of shared mission and community with their classmates as they provide educational
support and enrichment to a diverse group of Phoenix-area
children and adults in structured, supervised environments.
These service internships can be “linked” to many different
discipline areas. Most service learning students provide
after-school tutoring or lead children in hands-on science
and math activities. Footnote 34 denotes service learning
sections in the Schedule of Classes.
America Reads and America Counts
America Reads. Through the America Reads program,
Federal Work-Study students are paid to work one-on-one
with academically at-risk children in the community. The
term “at-risk” describes children in grades 1 through 9 who
live in low-income areas and are likely later to drop out of
high school. The goal of the America Reads tutoring program is to increase each child’s literacy skills to grade level.
In the after-school programs, tutors assist children with
L literacy and critical inquiry / MA mathematics / CS computer/statistics/
quantitative applications / HU humanities and fine arts / SB social and
behavioral sciences / SG natural science—general core courses / SQ natural
science—quantitative / C cultural diversity in the United States / G global /
H historical / See “General Studies,” page 92.
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homework as well as create fun, hands-on activities to exercise academic skills. Tutors also assist preschool children in
developing early literacy skills.
America Counts. Through the America Counts program,
Federal Work-Study students are paid to work with academically at-risk children (grades 1–3) in the community to
increase math scores and comprehension. In these afterschool programs, tutors assist children with homework as
well as create hands-on activities to teach math concepts in
a fun way.
ACADEMIC SUCCESS PROGRAMS
Campus Match
Campus Match is a first-semester fall program that gives
freshmen the opportunity to attend classes in small learning
communities according to their academic interest. Students
choose a “cluster” of classes from a wide variety of offerings. Each cluster is limited to a maximum of 25 students
who enroll in and attend classes together. All students attend
a weekly peer-led seminar that facilitates their social and
academic adjustment to the university.
Academic Success at the University Courses
The purpose of the UNI courses is to assist first-year,
transfer, and reentry students in making a successful transition to the university. Students learn about university
resources, policies and procedures, study skills, values and
goal setting, human diversity, academic and career planning, and other skills.
ACADEMIC SUCCESS AT THE UNIVERSITY (UNI)
UNI 100 Academic Success at the University. (3)
fall, spring, summer
Orientation to campus resources, study skills, and other academic
and social issues for college students. Introduces an understanding of
human diversity, values, and perspectives as they relate to student
success. Lecture, seminar, discussion. Prerequisite: freshman or
sophomore or transfer student.
UNI 101 Student Success Seminar. (1)
fall and summer
Understanding human diversity, perspectives, and values as they
relate to student success. Orientation to ASU resources, study skills,
and academic and social issues for students. Seminar, discussion.
UNI 402 Service Learning. (3)
fall and spring
K–12 tutoring and mentoring internship related to academic course
work in multiple discipline areas. Requires weekly reflective reading
and writing. May be repeated for credit. Internship. Fee.
General Studies: C
UNI 484 Internship. (1–12)
fall, spring, summer
UNI 494 Special Topics. (1–4)
fall and spring
Topics may include the following:
• Science is Magic Internship. (3)
Presents science demonstrations to K–8 children at their schools.
Interns are trained by personnel from the Center for Solid State
Science. This internship does not follow the format of the others.
Omnibus Courses. For an explanation of courses offered but not
specifically listed in this catalog, see “Omnibus Courses,” page 63.

Summer Bridge
Summer Bridge is a program designed to assist firstsemester freshmen in making the transition from high
school to university life. Summer Bridge is a five-week program that provides a full academic curriculum in conjunc-
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tion with a rich student development experience. The program assists participants in acclimating to campus,
accessing student support programs and services, and
enhancing classroom and personal skills.
Writing Across the Curriculum (WAC)
Curriculum Development and Support. WAC Curriculum Development and Support is designed to enhance the
quality of writing and critical thinking skills of university
students.
WAC specialists consult with faculty on methods of
developing and integrating writing assignments into course
content. The specialists also provide customized in-class
writing workshops designed to assist students in researching
and responding to writing assignments.
Writing Center. The Writing Center provides students with
one-on-one and group tutoring in writing skills. Rather than
proofreading or editing students’ writing, the Writing
Center teaches students the skills they need to improve their
writing processes and products.
GENERAL STUDIES
All students enrolled in a baccalaureate degree program
must satisfy the General Studies requirement. For more
information, see “University Graduation Requirements,”
page 88, and “General Studies,” page 92.
SCHOOL OF INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES
The Bachelor of Interdisciplinary Studies (BIS) program
is intended for the student who has academic interests that
are not satisfied with existing majors. Building on two academic concentrations (or one double concentration) and an
interdisciplinary core, students in the BIS program take an
active role in creating their educational plans and defining
their career goals. The BIS program emphasizes written
communication, versatility, and critical thinking—skills
desired in the 21st century workplace. Self-assessment and
appraisal of opportunities to support academic and career
goals are key elements in the core courses.
Students must first complete the BIS Cyber Workshop
found at www.asu.edu/duas/bis and then meet with an advisor before declaring the BIS major. For more information,
visit UASB 203, or call 480/965-1970. For information
about the program at East campus, see “Interdisciplinary
Studies—BIS,” page 540.
The combination of areas of concentration gives students
flexibility in creating a unique program to accomplish individualized academic goals. These combinations illustrate a
range of examples:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

anthropology and religious studies;
communication and small business;
communication and sociology;
dance and wellness foundations;
economics and Spanish;
justice studies and political science;
nonprofit/youth agency administration and theatre;
and
8. psychology and women’s studies.
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Basic Requirements
The BIS degree requires 120 semester hours. The major
is composed of a 12-semester-hour core and a minimum of
36 semester hours in two concentrations of at least 18
semester hours each or in one double concentration.
Throughout the core sequence, the student assembles a portfolio including self-assessment of progress toward career
goals and an evaluation of key educational and personal
activities that may apply. All core courses must be completed with a grade of “C” (2.00) or higher.
Core Courses
BIS 301 Foundations of Interdisciplinary Studies L ....................3
BIS 302 Interdisciplinary Inquiry ................................................3
BIS 401 Applied Interdisciplinary Studies ..................................3
BIS 402 Senior Seminar L............................................................3
__
Total ...............................................................................................12

Other Requirements
In addition to the basic requirements, students must complete all university requirements, including First-Year Composition and General Studies. Early advising is recommended to facilitate selecting courses that may apply to
both the General Studies requirements and the areas of concentration.
Declaring the BIS Major. Completing the BIS Cyber
Workshop (located on the Web at www.asu.edu/duas/bis)
and then receiving academic advising from BIS Advising
Services are required before being approved to declare the
BIS major. In addition, the student must
1. complete at least 56 semester hours of university
credit;
2. be in academic good standing;
3. complete two courses in each concentration with a
minimum grade of “C” (2.00) before enrolling in
BIS 301; and
4. complete the university mathematics and First-Year
Composition requirements.
A student can declare a pre-BIS major before meeting
these requirements if he or she is in academic good standing.
Approved Concentrations
Each concentration requires a minimum of 18 semester
hours, with a grade of “C” (2.00) or higher. A minimum of
12 of these hours must be in upper-division courses. The
concentrations—shown in the “BIS Concentrations” table,
page 126—are mostly based on existing minors or certificate programs and should represent academic interests that
the student wishes to integrate into a meaningful program.
Concentrations based on minors or certificates with fewer
than 18 hours have additional semester hours required.
Complete information on each concentration is available by
visiting UASB 203 or by accessing the BIS Web site at
www.asu.edu/duas/bis.
A minimum of three semesters is required to complete
the core sequence. BIS 301 is taken first and is the prerequisite to BIS 302. BIS 301 and 302 are prerequisites to 401
and 402, which may be taken concurrently; however, BIS
401 is a corequisite or prerequisite for 402. To enroll in BIS

401, a student must apply for the course during the semester
before desired enrollment.
BACHELOR OF INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES (BIS)
BIS 301 Foundations of Interdisciplinary Studies. (3)
fall and spring
Introduces concepts and methods of interdisciplinary study by
critically examining anticipated 21st-century workplace and civic
trends. Lecture, seminar, discussion. Prerequisites: BIS major; 2.00
GPA.
General Studies: L
BIS 302 Interdisciplinary Inquiry. (3)
fall and spring
Explores interdisciplinarity and integration as applied to various
approaches of human inquiry. Lecture, seminar, discussion.
Prerequisite: BIS 301.
BIS 401 Applied Interdisciplinary Studies. (3)
fall and spring
Applies interdisciplinary problem-solving skills in internships, servicelearning, or research; may involve individual or group projects
combining both concentrations. Prerequisites: BIS 301, 302; prior
application.
BIS 402 Senior Seminar. (3)
fall and spring
Capstone course helps integrate classroom and experiential learning.
Students choose among course topics that address their interests.
Lecture, seminar, discussion. Prerequisites: BIS 301, 302. Pre- or
corequisite: BIS 401.
General Studies: L
Omnibus Courses. For an explanation of courses offered but not
specifically listed in this catalog, see “Omnibus Courses,” page 63.

Academic Good Standing
For purposes of retention, academic good standing for
exploratory/undeclared and pre-BIS/BIS majors is defined
in the following “Academic Good Standing” table.
Academic Good Standing
Total Earned Hours

Minimum Cumulative GPA

24 or fewer
25 to 55
56 or more

1.60
1.75
2.00

A student who does not maintain the minimum GPA standard is placed on academic probation or is disqualified. A
student on academic probation is in conditional good standing and is permitted to enroll. A student on probation has
one semester to raise his or her GPA to meet the academic
good standing criteria; otherwise, the student is disqualified.
A student who has been disqualified is not permitted to
enroll for the fall or spring semester.
Students who wish to choose exploratory/undeclared
major status must be in academic good standing as defined
above. Students may remain designated as exploratory/
undeclared major status until they complete 60 semester
hours. Students who have not declared a major by the time
they have completed 60 semester hours are placed on
administrative hold, which prevents registration for future
ASU semesters, until the students have declared a major.
L literacy and critical inquiry / MA mathematics / CS computer/statistics/
quantitative applications / HU humanities and fine arts / SB social and
behavioral sciences / SG natural science—general core courses / SQ natural
science—quantitative / C cultural diversity in the United States / G global /
H historical / See “General Studies,” page 92.
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BIS Concentrations
Concentration

College

Campus

Page

African and African American studies
American Indian studies
Anthropology
Applied biological sciences
Architectural studies
Art history
Asian Pacific American studies
Asian studies
Astronomy
Biology1
Business
Chemistry
Chicana and Chicano studies
Chinese
Classical studies—Greek
Classical studies—Latin
Communication
Computational mathematical sciences
Dance
Design studies
East Asian studies
Economics
Economics for students planning a career in law
Education
English—creative writing2
English—linguistics concentration2
English—literature concentration2
English—writing certificate2
Environmental science3, 4
Ethics
Exercise and Wellness
Family studies/child development
Fire service management
French
Geography5
Geography—environmental geography5
Geography—geographical information science5
Geography—geography for business5
Geography—international geography5
Geological sciences

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
East College
College of Architecture and Environmental Design
Katherine K. Herberger College of Fine Arts
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
W. P. Carey School of Business
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
Katherine K. Herberger College of Fine Arts
College of Architecture and Environmental Design
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
College of Education
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
—
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
East College
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
East College
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences

Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
East
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
—
Tempe
East
Tempe
East
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe

346
349
351
545
143
279
355
337
450
427
167
360
364
408
337
339
394
439
296
149
337
366
366
205
369
369
369
369
—
339
556
375
582
408
379
379
379
379
379
384

1
2
3
4
5
6

Students may not use more than one concentration in the life sciences: biology, microbiology, and plant biology.
Students may not use more than one English concentration.
The program may award a certificate upon completion.
This is a double concentration.
Students may not use more than one geography concentration.
Although this concentration is administered by West campus, the BIS is available only to students at East and Tempe campuses.
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BIS Concentrations (continued)
Concentration

College

German
Gerontology6
Global family3, 4
Hazardous materials and waste management
History
Interior design history
International business studies3
Islamic Studies
Italian
Japanese
Jewish studies
Justice studies
Kinesiology
Landscape studies
Latin American studies
Lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender studies
Mass communication

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
College of Human Services
—
College of Technology and Applied Sciences
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
College of Architecture and Environmental Design
W. P. Carey School of Business
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
College of Architecture and Environmental Design
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
College of Public Programs
Walter Cronkite School of Journalism and Mass
Communication
Mathematics
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
Medieval and Renaissance studies3
Microbiology1
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
Multimedia writing and technical communication
East College
Music
Katherine K. Herberger College of Fine Arts
Nonprofit/youth agency administration
College of Public Programs
Nutrition—food and nutrition management
East College
Nutrition—human nutrition
East College
—
Organizational studies4
Philosophy
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
Philosophy—history and philosophy of science
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
Philosophy—symbolic systems
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
Physics
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
Plant biology1
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
1
Plant biology—environmental science and ecology
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
Plant biology—molecular biosciences/biotechnology1 College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
Political science
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
Political science—international studies
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
Psychology
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
Public administration
College of Public Programs
Quality analysis
W. P. Carey School of Business
Recreation management
College of Public Programs
1
2
3
4
5
6

Campus

Page

Tempe
West
—
East
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe

408
690
—
582
387
149
184
340
408
408
340
398
402
143
340
—
320

Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
East
Tempe
Tempe
East
East
—
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe

439
341
427
561
307
489
564
564
—
446
446
446
450
427
427
427
455
455
459
492
172
489

Students may not use more than one concentration in the life sciences: biology, microbiology, and plant biology.
Students may not use more than one English concentration.
The program may award a certificate upon completion.
This is a double concentration.
L literacy and critical inquiry / MA mathematics / CS computer/statistics/
quantitative applications / HU humanities and fine arts / SB social and
Students may not use more than one geography concentration.
behavioral sciences / SG natural science—general core courses / SQ natural
Although this concentration is administered by West campus, the BIS is science—quantitative
available only to students
at East
and Tempe
campuses.
/ C cultural
diversity
in the United
States / G global /
H historical / See “General Studies,” page 92.
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BIS Concentrations (continued)
Concentration

College

Campus

Page

Religious studies
Russian
Russian and East European studies
Scandinavian studies
Small business
Social welfare
Sociology
Southeast Asian studies—area studies option
Southeast Asian studies—language option
Spanish
Speech and hearing science
Statistics
Theatre
Tourism
Translation (Spanish/English)
Urban planning
Women and gender studies

College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
East College
College of Public Programs
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
Katherine K. Herberger College of Fine Arts
College of Public Programs
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
College of Architecture and Environmental Design
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences

Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
East
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe
Tempe

462
408
341
341
549
494
466
342
342
408
469
439
314
489
408
159
472

1
2
3
4
5
6

Students may not use more than one concentration in the life sciences: biology, microbiology, and plant biology.
Students may not use more than one English concentration.
The program may award a certificate upon completion.
This is a double concentration.
Students may not use more than one geography concentration.
Although this concentration is administered by West campus, the BIS is available only to students at East and Tempe campuses.

Students who wish to declare pre-BIS major status must
be in academic good standing as defined above. Students
who wish to declare BIS major status must have 56 total
semester hours completed and must have a cumulative GPA
of 2.00 or higher.

obtain a degree audit on the Student Online Services Web
site: www.asu.edu/sos. Degree audits are processed every
20 minutes.

Degree Audit Reporting System (DARS)
DARS is an online tool that provides students with consistent, accurate information regarding their academic
requirements. Through this system, a degree audit is produced that matches a student’s completed courses against
degree program requirements. The audit allows students to
assess their progress toward their degree or to determine
how their earned credits would apply if they were to pursue
another degree program. Undergraduate students may

The university-wide College of Extended Education provides an interactive link between ASU and the diverse communities it serves. The college assesses lifelong learning
requirements and works in partnership with campuses, other
colleges, and the community to serve learners, using a network of locations, programs, schedules, and technologies.
For more information, see “College of Extended Education,” page 703, or access the Web site at www.asu.edu/xed.
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