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Today’s topics

General overview

Degree Search updates

PS catalog review and content

Graduate College updates and reminders

DARS

Curriculum and critical tracking

Final reminders
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The Academic Catalog

University policies

College policies

Courses

Program checksheets

Degree Search text

Transfer pathways

Have their own year-round review cycle

Reviewed now

Reviewed now

Have their own review process

Reviewed now

Reviewed now
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Dates you need to know

September

November

January

February

●College policies available

●Sept 12th - Catalog site available

●Trainings available throughout September

Nov 12 - deadline for:
●PeopleSoft catalog review

●College policies

●Program checksheets (TBC - see separate timeline)

Jan 20-24 - 2nd review by units
● Reviewed data put into DS staging environment

● Last chance to request changes

Feb 13 - catalog published
● on Degree Search

● on catalog.asu.edu

● NO MORE CHANGES!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
2nd review - error is the child of many mothers
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Degree Search

Alicia Alfonso
Curricular Activities and Actions
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Why your work during catalog review 
matters

14.6 million
Total number of page views/year

55 million
Number of times a DS link was seen on Google 
for a search, with a click increase of 98.6% over 
the prior year Information sourced from EdPlus GA4 Enterprise - Web -

Ecosystem dashboard

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes


Find additional images to use for this slide
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This year's 
changes

1. Undergraduate program fee
line has been removed

2. STEM-OPT programs are
now flagged and have
automatic text added to
program description (similar
to WUE)
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Amy Caylor
Curricular Activities and Actions

PeopleSoft catalog review and updates
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Logging into the sites
PeopleSoft:

● Must be signed into My ASU
● Must be signed into VPN if off 

campus
● Turn off pop-up blockers if working 

from Catalog Review Summary

College policies:

● Additional sign-in at upper-right 
corner
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Catalog workflow

Edits can be made at any stage, but not all fields are editable at all stages.

Programs can be sent back at any stage in the review, except the originator.

Originator Dept/School 
Review

Coll/School 
Review 
(Catalog 

Coordinator)

Catalog 
Administrator 

Review

Editorial 
Review

Final Review 
(Catalog 

Administrator)

Graduate 
Review

Email if 
needed
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Let’s talk about 
content
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Degree Search content

Degree Search not only markets your programs by conveying 
the value of your degrees (e.g., through communicating skills learned and 

how they can be applied), it also serves as the official academic 
record.

This means:
● verify program expectations are accurate (and any courses mentioned are 

offered) 
● program expectations (what students learn and how they learn it) are clear
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ASU charter

…measured not 
by whom it 
excludes, but by 
whom it 
includes and 
how they 
succeed…

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Make sure language is inclusive - avoid jargon and idioms
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Rankings
https://www.asu.edu/about/rankings

● Testing has shown that prestigious rankings 
and comparatives improve the performance of 
marketing and promotional campaigns.

● Use rankings to quickly create legitimacy and 
excitement in your marketing text. (The second 
approach to creating marketing text.)

● Marketing text can update any time — so your 
rankings can stay up to date.

Info from ASU Brand Guide: https://brandguide.asu.edu/brand-elements/logos/rankings

https://www.asu.edu/about/rankings
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Top 3 reasons why your programs 
are sent back to you

Redundancy
It is not just about 
saying the same 
words, but giving the 
same information. 

With so short a span 
to keep the reader's 
attention, every 
sentence must be 
intentional.

The wrong section
Each section has a 
purpose. 

When information is 
in the wrong section, 
it can confuse the 
reader and muddy 
expectations.

Too long/too many
Marketing text has a 
50 word limit.

Bulleted lists should 
be 10 points or less.

The curriculum 
management system 
has a 4000 character 
limit, including HTML.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
only 5 programs went over 4000 character limit last cycle, so no need to be too worried
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ASU catalog style 
resources

● General resources: 
catalog.asu.edu/catalog_review
_resources

● Catalog Style Guide:
catalog.asu.edu/sites/default/files/202
4-09/ASU_Catalog_Style_Guide-2025-
26_final.pdf

● Writing for the catalog:
catalog.asu.edu/catalog-
comparison

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Highlight: okay to use + sign at the end of “LGBTQ”; still need to use “Latino”

https://catalog.asu.edu/catalog_review_resources
https://catalog.asu.edu/sites/default/files/2024-09/ASU_Catalog_Style_Guide-2025-26_final.pdf
https://catalog.asu.edu/catalog-
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Degree abbreviations

Previously: degree types were 
abbreviated on the first mention 
and then spelled out.

Now: degree types are spelled out 
on first mention and abbreviated 
thereafter.

This will require changes to 
every program.

Example:
● First: A student in this program will 

earn a Doctor of Philosophy in 
chemistry.

● Subsequent: The PhD program in 
chemistry enables students to...
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A few more reminders
Program website URLs
Intention is to go to the college site

Disestablished programs
For accreditation reasons, these stay in 
Degree Search until all students are out of 
the program

Earlier is better
Submit your forms in advance of the 
deadline – we will love you for it

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
If you’ve looked at your content, and it’s in catalog style and you’re happy with it, it’s okay to push forward without changes.
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College policies

We didn’t forget; here’s where they are
catalog.asu.edu/status

Review deadline is November 12

https://catalog.asu.edu/status
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ASU Online

Erica Green
Sr. Director
EdPlus
Digital Learning & Portfolio Management
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Catalog changes for
ASU Online programs?
Remember to contact your EdPlus 
Academic Portfolio Manager.

Catalog updates do not prompt the changes in these areas: 

● Program Fact Sheets
○ The Fact Sheet informs the Enrollment and Success 

Coaching staff, as well as ASU Online web content 
and marketing. Your portfolio manager will reach out 
to you after the catalog is updated to prompt updates 
here.

● New o-course requests 
○ If you need to request new o-courses outside of the 

online program launch process, contact your portfolio 
manager.

Questions? Your Academic Portfolio Manager can help. 
Contact Sarah Shipp if you are not certain how to connect with them. 
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Sophia McGovern
Graduate College

Graduate program catalog review
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Graduate College
contacts
Arizona State
University

Kimberly Fullerton
Coordinator,
Curriculum 

Sophia McGovern
Coordinator Sr., 
Curriculum 

Amanda Morales-Calderon
Associate Director, 
Curriculum and Format 
Graduate Catalog Coordinator



Copyright © 2024 Arizona Board of Regents

What to expect for graduate catalog review

Errors or missing information?
Note it in the workflow comments section of the catalog review page.

Curriculum and admissions sections of the catalog review form are 
locked to editing.
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Approval for changes

Pre-approved changes for the 2025-2026 academic year have been updated in 
the review site by the Graduate College catalog team.

Deadline to submit admission and program change proposals via the Kuali 
Build forms to the Graduate College is November 1st for the 2025-2026 
catalog. 
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Graduate change forms - program selection change

Follow the steps noted on the 
form to select program.

The form will load program 
data like usual, helping to 
show current requirements.
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Application deadlines

Academic units should review/update their application deadlines during catalog 
review as ASU Admission Services does not publish deadlines for graduate 
programs.

Outside of the catalog cycle, application deadlines can be updated in 
PeopleSoft plan extensions. Please reference the how to guide on the 
Graduate College website.

When units set application deadlines, review the application terms open for 
the program. They should match!

https://graduate.asu.edu/sites/default/files/2024-05/academic_plan_extension_update_instructions_051524.pdf
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● A microcertificate is a graduate-level credential 
consisting of 9–14 graduate credit hours.

● Offers students a fast, flexible and customizable 
graduate education.

● Goes through ASU governance approvals with an 
expedited review.

● Use the Proposal to Establish a New Program form 
in Kuali CM to propose a new microcertificate.

Microcertificates
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Beth A. Landish
Curricular Activities and Actions

DARS
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DARS verification process
DARS encoders provide verification audits for undergraduate majors, minors and certificates, as 
well as interdisciplinary studies concentration areas. 

NEW process

DARS encoders will create verification audits based on PAT checksheets. The new process will 
be sequential, no longer concurrent. 

PAT checksheet structure and the placement of requirements are vital to having accurate DARS 
graduation audits. 
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Jennifer Malerich
Curricular Activities and Actions

Curriculum and critical tracking 
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Program Architecture Tool (PAT)
Replaces BAMM for 2025-2026

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For 2025-2026 we are moving from BAMM (which has been in service since 2009-2010) to a new tool, the Program Architecture Tool (PAT). 

We are doing this for a few reasons: 
BAMM cannot validate General Studies Gold 
BAMM cannot validate Associate Degrees 
PAT focuses on a degree requirement view of curriculum rather than a sequenced major map view 
Having a single checksheet per degree, allows us for future iterations of PAT to build views of these requirements specific for Cintana maps, transfer pathways, etc.
Consistently structured degree requirements in a checksheet format will provide the foundation for future versions of the IDP sequencing algorithm
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PAT Curriculum Checksheets
Publication on Degree Search mid-March 2025

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Curriculum checksheets will be posted on Degree Search in place of Major Maps for 2025-2026. 

The checksheet view is based on degree requirements instead of the “optimal pathway for a first-time, full-time student with no transfer credit”. 

We now know that very few of our students follow the major maps exactly in the order published. 

This view will allow students at various stages of their educational journey to identify remaining degree requirements.  
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My Major Map
Available for students on MyASU summer 2025

● Accessible via My ASU My Programs box

● Sequencing collected via Google sheets 
separately from PAT curriculum checksheet.

● Dragged and dropped by your college DARS 
encoder. 

● Will be released in batches periodically 
through mid-July, 2025. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
While IDP will be available to a very limited number of students in limited plans during the next academic year as a supplemental tool, we know that sequencing guidance is helpful particularly for first-year students.  

The My Major Map view will, therefore, continue to be available to all students in MyASU via the My Programs box. 

This view will be based on sequencing data collected via Google sheet (just as we did last year). Your college encoders will use that information to drag and drop requirements from the graduation audit into a roadmap for each individual plan code. 

Just as usual, this will take a number of months to complete.  We will release the My Major Maps in batches throughout the summer. 
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Critical Tracking
Possible changes for 2025-2026

With Tracking Status

Without Tracking Status

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As we evolve our thinking about how to best support students’ degree progression and identify signals of critical points along the journey to degree, the historical rules of critical tracking don’t always serve many of our students.  

Critical Tracking was conceived in a different time and was designed to support the first-time, full-time student.  Since that time our student body demographics have continued to change, most of our students are coming in with transfer credit; we have students flexing between full time and part time, etc.    

We have seen through data that critical tracking holds are being removed at a high rate and proactive Salesforce advising cases are not being used.  Critical requirements, which were intended to be thoughtful predictors of success in each major, have evolved into boxes that need to be checked.   

We are offering colleges the opportunity to turn off critical tracking holds and messaging for 2025-2026. If you are interested, we need to receive this request in writing, along with what alternative processes/methods your college plans to engage in to support students who are not making academic progress in your degree programs. More information about this proposal process will be shared during SSLC. Please follow up with your Associate Dean.  �

What does it mean to “turn off critical tracking holds and messaging”? 
	Students will still see how they are meeting sequenced degree requirements in MyASU. 
	No on/off tracking messaging will be visible at the top of My Major Map or in the My Programs Box 
	No holds will be placed 
	No centralized email communication will go out 
	No requests to change major will go out 

All processes will continue as normal for students in previous catalog years. 
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Checksheets and DARS timeline

November 2024 (TBC)

February 13, 2025

Mid-March, 2025 

Mid-July, 2025

● PAT curriculum checksheets due to Provost review

● DARS encoders begin preparing verification audits

● College review deadline of DARS verification audits

TBC (~December) 

● Catalog publication on Degree Search

● Curriculum checksheets published on Degree Search

● DARS encoders begin drag & drop

● My Major Map available on My ASU
● Tracking status displays in My ASU for

students in CT24 and earlier, and any CT25
colleges remaining in CT
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Alicia Alfonso
Curricular Activities and Actions

Final items and reminders
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Catalog review resources
catalog.asu.edu/catalog_review_resources

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Changes coming but not there yet.

https://catalog.asu.edu/catalog_review_resources
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Catalog review and 
PAT trainings
Available over the phone or Zoom. It 
can cover any topic.

Receive training specific to your unit 
about general catalog, program 
mapping or other subjects you want to 
know more about.

Next curriculum office hours 
(available any time on request):
Wednesday, October 9

Catalog training: email 
academic.catalog@asu.edu

PAT training: email 
majormaps@asu.edu

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Find additional images to use for this slide


mailto:academic.catalog@asu.edu
mailto:majormaps@asu.edu
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We look forward to working with you
to create a dynamic, informative, fantastic 
2025-2026 Academic Catalog!
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Nov 12, 
2024

Data due date

Feb 13, 
2025

Publication date

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Our deadline to get things to the Provost office level. Your college may have its own internal deadlines; check with your catalog coordinator
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